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Urban Consolidation Policy and Housing Affordability:
A Study of Housing Mobility Patterns and Rents in Australian Metropolitan Areas
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< Abstract >

(Kim, Jinyoo)™*
(Han, Junghoon)™™*
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e

achieved by increasing dwelling density has been adopted to alleviate urb.
affordability in the Australian metropolitan areas of Sydney, Melbourne and
examine the impact of increasing living density on housing affordability over

are more likely to face increased weekly rents compared to other mobility

This study reveals that urban consolidation in Australia does not signifi
affordability nor does it alleviate rental stress.

This paper reviews the emergence of urban consolidation policy in Australia and investigates the impact
of higher living density on housing affordability in five major metropolitan areas using a panel survey of
Household, Income and Labour Dynamics in Australia (HILDA) from 2001 to 2011. Urban consolidation

an sprawl and improve housing
Brisbane. Few studies, however,
time. This study investigates the

housing mobility patterns of individual households which move to houses of different dwelling type, tenure,
size and rent over time. The result of this study shows that the movers from low to higher-density dwellings

groups moving to lower-density

or similar-density dwellings. We also found increasing density is negatively associated with housing
affordability while it increases rental stress. However, density changes do not affect changes in living costs.

cantly improve overall housing

T M Of : LEYEEM AAERY, FHREESH FHOIS, HILDA 25
key word : Urban Consolidation Policy; Longitudinal Analysis; Housing Affordability; Residential Mobility;
HILDA, Australia
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O =A|H(Metropolitan area) EAl(Inner city area)
2007 2012 Change(%) 2007 2012 Change(%)
Al EL(Sydney) 3,969,350 4,293,416 8.2 173,898 192,898 10.9
4/t (Melbourne) 3,702,119 4,086,734 10.4 85,141 105,360 237
Ha| XH(Brisbane) 1,876,979 2,099,328 11.8 56,323 62,726 1.4
Of&igj| 0| E(Adelaide) 1,177,652 1,250,795 6.2 18,549 21,590 16.4
I A(Perth) 1,581,200 1,834,184 16 87,044 101,896 171
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(Medium-density

. more storey
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=0 FA block
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density block
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